Lesson 3 - God's Word Has Final Authority
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	Main Truth
Because Scripture is God's Word, it stands above tradition, personal opinion, cultural trends, and human experience as the final authority for what Christians believe and how Christians live.



	Key Scriptures
Isaiah 8:20
Mark 7:6-13
Matthew 5:17-18
John 10:35
Acts 17:10-12
Colossians 2:8
Romans 12:2



Opening Question
When we say, "The Bible has authority," what do we mean?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What are some authorities people follow instead of Scripture?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Point 1: Everyone Lives Under Authority
Read Isaiah 8:20.
What does Isaiah 8:20 point God's people back to?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What does the phrase "To the law and to the testimony" teach us?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
According to Isaiah 8:20, what happens when people speak contrary to God's Word?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Key Thought: Every voice must be judged by the Word of God.
Point 2: Scripture Over Tradition
Read Mark 7:6-13.
What problem does Jesus expose in Mark 7?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What did the religious leaders do with the commandment of God?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
According to Jesus, what was the result of their tradition?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What are some examples today where tradition or preference can be placed above Scripture?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Key Thought: Tradition must sit under Scripture, not over Scripture.
Point 3: Scripture Cannot Be Broken
Read Matthew 5:17-18 and John 10:35.
In Matthew 5:17-18, how does Jesus describe the permanence of Scripture?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What does Jesus mean in John 10:35 when He says, "Scripture cannot be broken"?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What does Jesus' view of Scripture require from His followers?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Key Thought: A Christian cannot hold a lower view of Scripture than Jesus held.
Point 4: Test Everything by Scripture
Read Acts 17:10-12.
What did the Bereans do when they heard Paul teach?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Why were the Bereans called noble?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What does this teach us about listening to sermons, teachers, and spiritual leaders?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Key Thought: We should listen with open hearts and open Bibles.
Group Application
Read Colossians 2:8 and Romans 12:2 if time allows.
What competing authorities pressure believers today?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
How can culture subtly rise above Scripture?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What is one area where you need to let Scripture have the final word?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Closing Summary
Everyone lives under some authority.
God calls His people back to His Word.
Jesus placed Scripture above human tradition.
Jesus taught that Scripture cannot be broken.
The Bereans modeled testing all teaching by Scripture.
Scripture must be the final authority for what Christians believe and how Christians live.
Take-Home Assignment
Read Psalm 119:97-112 and answer:
What does the psalmist love about God's Word?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
How does God's Word guide, correct, and shape his life?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
What competing voice do I need to bring under Scripture this week?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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