The Authority of Scripture - Week 1 Class Handout
Class Study Handout
Week 1 - God Has Spoken
The Authority of Scripture: The Bible Comes from God
45-Minute Interactive Bible Study

	Main Truth
The Bible has authority because it comes from God.



	Lesson Aim
To understand that Scripture is not merely human opinion about God, but God’s own Word given through human authors by the Holy Spirit.



	Key Scriptures
2 Timothy 3:16-17
2 Peter 1:20-21
1 Thessalonians 2:13



Opening Question
When people say, “The Bible is my authority,” what do they mean?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Point 1: Scripture Is God-Breathed
Read: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Question 1: According to verse 16, where does Scripture come from?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 2: What does Scripture do according to this passage?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 3: According to verse 17, what is the result of Scripture’s work?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
	Key Thought
If Scripture comes from God, then Scripture carries God’s authority.



Point 2: God Used Human Authors by the Holy Spirit
Read: 2 Peter 1:20-21
Question 1: According to verse 20, did Scripture come from man’s private interpretation?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 2: According to verse 21, did Scripture originate from human will?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 3: How did men speak from God?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
	Key Thought
The Bible was written by men, but those men were carried along by the Holy Spirit.



Point 3: Scripture Must Be Received as God’s Word
Read: 1 Thessalonians 2:13
Question 1: How did the Thessalonians receive the preached Word?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 2: What was the Word doing in those who believed?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 3: What does this teach us about the proper response to Scripture?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
	Key Thought
The right response to God’s Word is faith, reverence, submission, and obedience.



Group Application
Question 1: If the Bible is truly God’s Word, what should change in how we approach it?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 2: Where are people most tempted to place something above Scripture today?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Question 3: What is one area of your life where you need to come under the authority of God’s Word?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Closing Summary
Today we learned:
Scripture comes from God.
Scripture is God-breathed.
God used human authors through the Holy Spirit.
Scripture teaches, corrects, trains, and equips.
The proper response to Scripture is faith and obedience.
Take-Home Assignment
Read Psalm 19:7-11 and answer:
1. What does this passage say God’s Word does?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
2. What attitude should we have toward God’s Word?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. What is one way I need to come under Scripture’s authority this week?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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